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In	  I	  Read	  It,	  But	  I	  Don’t	  Get	  It,	  Cris	  Tovani	  shares	  with	  readers	  her	  stories	  working	  with	  struggling	  readers	  and	  how	  she	  helped	  them	  
build	  interest,	  confidence,	  and	  skills	  in	  reading.	  	  In	  her	  book,	  “access	  tools”	  are	  specific	  materials	  and	  strategies	  that	  help	  students	  
organize	  and	  synthesize	  their	  thought	  as	  they	  read.	  They	  make	  material	  more	  accessible.	  Students	  of	  all	  grade	  levels	  can	  use	  these	  tools	  
with	  almost	  any	  type	  of	  material.	  (Tovani,	  2000)	  Therefore,	  we	  choose	  to	  share	  these	  valuable	  teaching	  tools	  with	  you	  with	  the	  hope	  
that	  you,	  too,	  will	  benefit	  from	  these	  strategies.	  	  
	  

Double	  Entry	  Diaries	  
1. Students divide a piece of paper in half 
2. On the left: Direct quotes from the text 
3. On the right: Reader reaction to the quoted text 
DED can be constructed in a variety of ways in different content areas such as math, science, and social studies. Students can 
ask questions, identify confusion, and make connections to content.	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  
	  



Comprehension Constructor 
First line: Reader writes down direct quotation from text that confuses the reader. 
Second line: Reader explains why the quote confuses them. 
Third line: Reader proposes a fix-up strategy to try clear up their confusion. 
Fourth line: Reader synthesizes their thinking and decides how using fix-up strategies repaired their confusion. 

	   	   	  	  	   	   	  

	  	   	   	  	   	   	  



	  
Coding Sheets 

Text coding is strategy used to help students keep track of thinking while they are reading. Here’s how it works:  
1. Assign codes to the types of thinking in which you would like students to engage.  
2. As students read, they are to mark these codes next to the passages in the text that trigger the kind of thinking and 

explain the connection. 
3. Model the coding process for your students by thinking it through out loud. 
4. Give students accessible pieces to mark on their own.   
5. Use highlighters to mark confusing passages. 

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

	  


